
The narrative of
housing must
change.

Here’s how:



The old narrative:

“ ‘Home’ is where the nuclear
family lives. Grandma and

Grandpa can visit, while
single adults and childless
couples need not apply.”

HOUSING



The new narrative:

 “There’s no one acceptable
answer for who lives in the

home or how we define
‘home.’ ” 
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The archetype of a house in the
suburbs for Mom, Dad, their 2.5 kids
and a dog will fade away, replaced by
many types of housing for many
combinations of relatives and even
friends.
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Why the old narrative no longer applies:

Our demographics have changed,
with single adults, childless couples,
grandparents and even great-
grandparents making up a larger
share of the population.

Housing and in-home care costs have
risen dramatically, and this traditional
housing setup makes it difficult for
different generations to share 

       care and cost burdens.
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How the new narrative will help: 

New models of housing will
encourage and enable
multigenerational living.

These models will help address real
economic pressures — from child
care to elder care.

The new paradigm will foster
intergenerational connections,
learning and service. 
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Coming next: 

How the
narrative of
education must
change.


